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2 5  H O U R S  O F  T E A M  B U I L D I N G  W I T H  M A Z D A
M O T O R S P O R T S
MAZDA DEALERS AND FACTORY GUYS RACING TOGETHER AT 2015 25 HOURS OF
THUNDERHILL

IRVINE, Calif. (December 1, 2015) – Two years ago, Mazda North American Operations (MNAO) threw down the
gauntlet, pitting Mazda employees against Mazda dealers in the longest endurance race in America, the
National Auto Sport Association’s (NASA) 25 Hours of Thunderhill.  After two years, with the score tied between
the dealers and employees, this year is about the bigger picture of teamwork and debuting the new 2016 Mazda
MX-5 Cup race car.

“While we joke about the rivalry between the factory guys and our dealers, the truth is that our success is
directly linked,” said Robert Davis, Mazda’s senior vice president of U.S. Operations, of the company’s official
four-car 2016 Mazda MX-5 Cup entry. “For 2015, we are allowing a very select group of dealers AND employees
to race alongside each other in the new 2016 Mazda MX-5 Cup car.  While the development testing by Long
Road Racing has been superb, nothing compares to a bunch of club racers beating on each other for 25 hours to
really test the hardware.”

The team will race four brand new 2016 Battery Tender Mazda MX-5 Cup spec cars, with the only changes being
the installation of additional lights for the very dark Northern California track.  Since the MX-5 Cup series
consists of 45-minute sprint races, this race will be the equivalent of two full seasons of testing per car. 
BFGoodrich Tires will be supporting the effort along with the Robert Davis Racing team.  The pit crew is 100
percent volunteer, mainly Mazda employees, racers and friends.

The twice-around-the-clock-plus-an-hour race will take place December 5 and 6, 2015, at Thunderhill Raceway
Park in Willows, Calif.  The action will be streamed live for all 25 hours from inside the MX-5 Cup cars at
www.MazdaLIVE.com  Additional live coverage will be posted to the Mazda Motorsports Facebook page, and via
the Mazda Racing Twitter account.

On the driving side, the racers will be:

Mike Allen (Mazda Motorsports, Irvine, CA)
Michael Brockman  (Mazda of Milford,  Milford, CT )
Robert DeVaux  (Brown’s Chantilly Mazda, Chantilly, VA)
Liam Dwyer (Freedom Autosport, Braselton, GA)
Nathan Edmonds (Mazda Field Operations, Irvine, CA)
Geronimo Esteve  (Headquarter Mazda, Clermont, FL)
Richard Fisher (The Autobarn Mazda, Evanston, IL),
Taz Harvey (Dublin Mazda, Tracy Mazda, Dublin/Tracy, CA)
Camden Jones (Velocity Mazda, Tyler, TX)
Stevan McAleer (McCumbee McAleer Racing, Supply, NC)
Randy Miller (Mazda Motorsports, Irvine, CA)
Ben Robertaccio (Morrie’s Mazda, Minneapolis, MN)
Ken Saward (Mazda Design, Irvine, CA)
John Stott (Mazda Technical Operations, Irvine, CA)
Chris Wilson (CJ Wilson Mazda, Countryside, IL)

The four MX-5 Cup cars will line up alongside more than 60 other cars competing in seven different classes,
including a dozen other Mazdas.  This race, now in its 13th year, attracts an extremely diverse entry list of
teams, cars, and drivers from around the world, ranging from professionals to club racers, and from Mazda
Miatas to prototype racers.

The price for the turnkey ready-to-race Mazda MX-5 Cup car is $53,000.  Long Road Racing began production
last month and will be busy during the off season with more than 70 orders in hand. Details for the ordering
process, including financing options, are available at www.MazdaMotorsports.com.  Additional information on
the MX-5 Cup can be found at www.MX-5Cup.com. You can follow the progress of the 2016 Global MX-5 Cup car
development on the new Twitter handle: @GlobalMX5Cup

http://www.mazdalive.com/
http://www.mx-5cup.com/
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Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, Calif., and oversees the sales, marketing, parts
and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700 dealers. 
Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City.  For more information on Mazda
vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the online Mazda media center at
www.mazdausamedia.com.

Contact:     
Jeremy Barnes, Director, Public Relations  (714) 296-1402 JBarnes5@mazdausa.com
Dean Case, Mazda Motorsports  (310) 318-4582, mazdaspeed@mazdausa.com
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