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T O P - F I V E  F O R  M A Z D A  P R O T O T Y P E  T E A M  AT  W AT K I N S
G L E N  I N T E R N AT I O N A L
THROWBACK LIVERIES HONORING MAZDA'S WIN AT LE MANS GRAB FAN ATTENTION

WATKINS GLEN, New York (July 3, 2016) – The No. 70 Mazda Prototype finished fifth in today’s Sahlen’s Six
Hours of the Glen for the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. The second Mazda entry, the No. 55 car,
led the race and ran among the leaders for five-and-a-half hours until engine issues ended a bid for victory.
Both cars carried special liveries to honor the 25th anniversary of Mazda’s victory at the 1991 24 Hours of Le
Mans.

The race began on a positive note, as Tristan Nunez fought for the lead in the No. 55 car until a spin in Turn 1.
Driving with renewed anger, Nunez fought hard from 11th place through the field to take the lead before
handing off to teammate Spencer Pigot. Pigot, the IndyCar racer in only his third career sports car race, raced
off to a 7.5-second lead until a caution flag bunched the field. In his final segment, Pigot ran comfortably behind
the race leader as the engine began experiencing a sporadic misfire. When Jonathan Bomarito climbed in to
finish the race, the misfire became worse, but Bomarito was still able to remain in third-place, stalking the
leaders until the engine lost power for good with 30 minutes remaining. The 55 car led three times for 15 laps
but finished eighth in the nine-car Prototype field.

The No. 70 car also began strong with driver Tom Long, moving as high as fourth place early on. Ben Devlin
manned the next stint, but a faulty pit stop caused a fuel spill and resulted in a drive-through penalty. The team
stayed on the lead lap until an unscheduled stop to change a left rear tire knocked them a lap behind. Despite
running the final two hours amidst the lead pack, they finished fifth, one lap down. The 70 car led two laps.

The Mazda Prototype team heads to Canada this weekend for the Mobil 1 SportsCar Grand Prix at Canadian Tire
Motorsport Park (CTMP).

Tom Long, Driver, No. 70 Mazda Prototype

You had several long stints in the car on a really fast track. How was that for you physically?  “Certainly our
Mazda Motorsports team overcame some difficulties today to bring home a top-five. The opportunity to drive
the car a couple of stints in a row, your physical training and everything that you’ve worked hard at off the
track, it pays off! That’s what is a lot of fun about being up to the task for the team. From a mental standpoint,
it takes a lot of focus. Our team is very good about giving us all of the information so we’re able to stay focused
and understand what the plan is, where we are in the race and all the details. Unfortunately, we ended up a lap
down, but you can’t focus on that.”

Ben Devlin, Driver, No. 70 Mazda Prototype

You’ve been racing Mazdas for years, and join the team four times a year at the longest endurance races. How
hard was it to fight all of the traffic today? “I don’t know if it was any tougher or any meaner than any other race
today. We are at the pinnacle of sports cars here, there’s close to 40 cars on the grid and it’s gonna be hard.
They have to make it tough for you. If they’re gonna let you past then they’re not going to have jobs. I know I
certainly wasn’t going to let anybody by! Everyone was fair and made it hard to pass because that’s what we’re
paid to do: stay in front of all the others. It’s always a pleasure racing here in the WeatherTech championship
and we always put a good Mazda out there. It’s a happiness for all of us to be so competitive and it’s pleasure
for me to come in for these four races throughout the year.”

Joel Miller, Driver, No. 70 Mazda Prototype

You finished the race strong in the final hours.

“At the end, the Mazda Prototype was all about getting our lap back, but the opportunity never developed. The
last stint was just about managing pace to make sure we got the solid finish. I’m happy that the next race is
only a week away, so we can make up for what just happened. The cool part about today that we’re going to
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take with us to Canada is that the 55 led a big portion of the race and we were right there fighting as well –
racing with the leaders when we were one lap down. We take that momentum and that speed and apply it to
CTMP. I’m glad it’s a week away and not a month away.”

Jonathan Bomarito, Driver, No. 55 Mazda Prototype

You were in the car when it slowed to a stop, and yet you gave the crew a pep talk over the team radio. “It’s
heartbreaking. As hard as it is on the drivers –  we put our heart and soul in it – but so has the crew. To be so
strong, leading a lot of the race and being in the top-three pretty much all day until it went away from us in the
end, I was trying to give the guys a bit of a pep talk. We go to Canada from here, so I was trying to give them
motivation as they prep the cars this week. We’re going to come out swinging to get the win that they deserve.”

Your car carried the iconic green and orange livery of the Mazda winner at Le Mans. How was that for you? 
“That’s huge. It’s emotional really, as in the entire Mazda history in motorsports, that’s the highlight. The fan
reaction was absolutely incredible this weekend. It was really special to be in the fire suits like they wore – and
everybody wants us to keep the look!”

Tristan Nunez, Driver, No. 55 Mazda Prototype

You did nearly two-and-a-half hours in the car and was the fastest on the track for almost all of it.  “It was
complete chaos from the get-go. Everyone saw we had the car with the pace to win it. The engineers and the
crew put together a fantastic car. I had contact with the 10 car, but it was a racing incident. Just racing hard. I
got turned around and there was rage inside me and I was able to push harder than ever. I was happy to race
through the field and hand it to Spencer in the lead. Everyone did their job – just misfortune at the end.  We’re
going to another fast track next weekend, which should be great for us. Very high speed. It’s going to be
awesome and we can’t wait.”

Spencer Pigot, Driver, No. 55 Mazda Prototype

Pigot, the 2015 Indy Lights champion on the Mazda Road to Indy, and now an IndyCar driver with Ed Carpenter
Racing, had never seen the Watkins Glen until practice on Friday. “I was able to learn the track pretty quickly
due to the team and my teammates. They did a great job setting up the car and it made my job that much
easier. The race was a lot of fun because there’s always something going on. In this type of racing, you’re
always racing or passing someone, battling all the time. Throughout my stint, I had a little bit of everything so I
went from leading by quite a ways and then at another point having to battle my way back through the pack. I
really just enjoyed the drive.”

Mazda Motorsports

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
the Mazda Prototype team. The Mazda Road to Indy (#MRTI) is a similar program that includes Mazda-powered
categories of USF2000, Pro Mazda and Indy Lights. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race on any given
weekend in North America than any other manufacturer. Mazda is also the title sponsor of the renowned Mazda
Raceway Laguna Seca in Monterey, Calif. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com, @MazdaRacing
on Twitter, and MazdaMotorsports on Instagram and Facebook.
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