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M A Z D A  P R O T O T Y P E S  T O  C A R R Y  T R I B U T E  L I V E R I E S  AT
C A N A D I A N  T I R E  M O T O R S P O R T  PA R K
MAZDA PROTOTYPES FOCUS ON CONTINUING STRONG PACE

IRVINE, Calif. (July 6, 2016) – After an outpouring of fan enthusiasm at Watkins Glen International, the Mazda
Prototype team will again carry special liveries honoring the 25th anniversary of Mazda’s victory at Le Mans as
the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship goes to Canadian Tire Motorsport Park (CTMP) in Bowmanville,
Ontario. The two-hour, forty-minute Mobil 1 SportsCar Grand Prix takes place Sunday, and can be seen at 11 am
ET on FS1. This is the sixth (of 10) races for the Prototype category of the WeatherTech series in 2016.

The two Mazda Prototypes will carry liveries that echo the look of the rotary powered 787B Mazda that won the
1991 24 Hours of Le Mans. The No. 55 car will carry the bright orange and green color combination of the ’91
race winner, while the No. 70 will feature colors (Soul Red, Machine Grey and silver) that represent the present
and future of Mazda Motorsports. The inspiration for the original design was provided by sponsor Renown, a
clothing company that made argyle socks.  Mazda remains the only Asian auto maker to earn an overall win at
Le Mans.

The Canadian track has a long history, and its high-speed corners offer an advantage for the high-downforce
and nimble Mazda Prototypes. We spoke with Tom Long about how much the drivers love the 10-turn, 2.23-mile
(3.957 km) undulating circuit.

Tom Long, Driver, No. 70 Castrol/ModSpace Mazda Prototype

Why do drivers get so giddy about racing at CTMP?  “It’s exhilarating! Canadian Tire Motorsport Park is one of
the most iconic drivers’ tracks in North America. It’s not changed much over the years. Certainly there’ve been
safety improvements at the circuit, but the nature and layout of the track is the same. It has incredible elevation
changes and it takes total commitment in many of the corners.”

Explain what you mean by total commitment. “I don’t touch the brake pedal until the third corner! Actually, I’m
on the brakes only once until Turn 5. The speed and downforce we have in the Mazda Prototype means we’re
flat-out through Turns 1 and 2 and then Turn 4. There is no adjustment with the throttle pedal through these
sections, combined with several stories of elevation changes. The downforce created by our car – combined with
incredible braking – on a 2.2-mile track that we’re covering in just over one minute? That’s impressive!”

“It’s a very physical track where the G-loads affect your neck and back. Your core must be very tight to hold
your body up. Even though the seatbelt holds you in and the seat is wrapped around you, you still have to hold
the helmet up and keep your body in the right stance to control the throttle and braking correctly. It’s really
tough on the cars too. I’ve seen power steering systems fail because of the strain from the immense G-loads. It
takes a lot of strength and a lot of endurance for the car and driver. That plays into a full team effort to have
success there.”

Mazda Prototype Driver Lineup for Canadian Tire Motorsport Park

No. 55                Tristan Nunez, Jonathan Bomarito

No. 70                Tom Long, Joel Miller

Huge Mazda Contingent for CTMP race weekend

In addition to the Prototypes, Mazda and Mazda-powered race cars dominate the weekend schedule. The
Continental Tire SportsCar Challenge Series will headline the Saturday lineup, and features four Mazda MX-5
entries in the ST category. The Battery Tender Global Mazda MX-5 Cup presented by BFGoodrich Tires will race
Saturday and Sunday, as will the sleek Mazda Prototype Lites presented by Cooper Tires.
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Mazda Motorsports

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
the Mazda Prototype team. The Mazda Road to Indy (#MRTI) is a similar program that includes Mazda-powered
categories of USF2000, Pro Mazda and Indy Lights. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race on any given
weekend in North America than any other manufacturer. Mazda is also the title sponsor of the renowned Mazda
Raceway Laguna Seca in Monterey, Calif. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com, @MazdaRacing
on Twitter, and MazdaMotorsports on Instagram and Facebook.
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Jade Gurss, Mazda Motorsports (317) 517-4121    MazdaMotorsports@icloud.com
Dean Case, Mazda Motorsports (310) 318-4582   Mazdaspeed@MazdaUSA.com
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