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" S PA R K Y "  W I N S  I N A U G U R A L  M A Z D A  M X- 5  C U P  G L O B A L
I N V I TAT I O N A L
BATTERY TENDER GLOBAL MAZDA MX-5 CUP PRESENTED BY BFGOODRICH TIRES
POINTS LEADER NATHANIEL SPARKS TOPS RACERS FROM EIGHT COUNTRIES AT
MAZDA RACEWAY

MONTEREY, Calif. (September 11, 2016) – The final race of the inaugural Mazda MX-5 Cup Global Invitational
was nothing short of thrilling. Nathanial Sparks, aka “Sparky”, aka “Mr. Consistency”, added the biggest win to
his growing racing resume. After winning the pole and finishing second in the first race of the weekend, Sparks
was looking for the win today to secure the championship. Sparks executed his strategy flawlessly after taking
the lead early in the race. The combined finishes from both races means that Sparks is the inaugural Mazda MX-
5 Cup Global Invitational champion. Sparks will now turn his focus back to closing out the 2016 Battery Tender
Global Mazda MX-5 Cup presented by BFGoodrich Tires season where he is the current points-leader with two
races remaining. The MX-5 Cup championship now moves to the double-header at Road Atlanta on September
29, where the $200,000 Mazda Road to 24 Scholarship will be awarded to the champion.

Finishing in second was Sparks’ teammate, John Dean II. In third was Yuui Tsutsumi, one of the nine
international racers competing. Tsutsumi was impressive in both his speed and his racecraft, showcasing that
he was a quick study, having never visited the challenging Mazda Raceway circuit previously. Other notable
finishes include German racer Moritz Kranz, who barely missed the podium, with a fourth place finish today.

THE TOP FIVE OVERALL, FROM COMBINED POINTS WERE AS
FOLLOWS:
1 – Nathanial Sparks – USA – Sick Sideways Racing – 121
2 – John Dean II – USA – Sick Sideways Racing – 109
3 – Robby Foley – USA – Atlanta Motorsports Group – 98
4 – Moritz Kranz – Germany – Copeland Motorsports 98
5 – Yuui Tsutsumi – Japan – Copeland Motorsports 96

QUOTES:

Masahiro Moro, President and CEO of Mazda North American Operations: “Mazda is an international company
with a passion for driving, and that passion includes motorsports. We are thrilled to be able to export some of
that driving excitement from our established North American motorsports group to Mazda affiliates around the
world, and we are already discussing how to make the second annual MX-5 Cup Global Invitational even better.”

Nathanial Sparks (America): On the race: “My team and I looked at the points last night and figured out what
needed to be done. The hard part was executing it. I got out there and took an early lead because I knew my
only hope was to get Robby (Foley) battling and, hopefully, get him shuffled back because there are so many
great drivers here. I kept my head down and I think I ran as best as I could the whole race. But, man… 30 laps
at Mazda Raceway is something to be proud of.”

Added Sparks, regarding racing with international drivers: “It’s exceptionally cool to see an international driver
on the podium. Honestly, there’s a lot of (American) guys here that have a lot of experience and laps in these
cars and on this track, but for these international racers to hop into a car and show up the way they did
showcases their level of talent, and it’s super impressive.”

Yuui Tsutsumi (Japan): “Yesterday I made a bit of a mistake, and was not able to recover from there. Today, it
was a fresh start, and I think I was able to exert my true capability. If I get another opportunity, I think I can get
to a higher position as I learned from the second race. I would like to take up the challenge again racing in the
MX-5 Cup.”

Kamil Franczak (Poland):  “The race was amazing. I felt much more comfortable in the second race and was

http://www.mx-5cup.com/


pleased with my consistency and pace throughout. It felt amazing to be here, and overall the Friends of MX-
5 program is an amazing opportunity to make dreams come true. They gave me the chance to race here at
Mazda Raceway.”

Anthony Crawford (Australia): “To be part of the inaugural Global MX-5 Invitational is a massive privilege.
Racing at the spiritual home of Mazda, with some of the best MX-5 Cup racers from around the globe, has been
an eye-opening experience – made even better that we did it in an  MX-5 racer.

MAZDA RACEWAY LAGUNA SECA – INVITATIONAL ROUND 2
OFFICIAL RACE RESULTS 

FN
PO

ST
PO # Name/Country Sponsor PTS Laps Gap Fast

Lap

1 2 8 Nathanial
Sparks/USA

OOTSK
Performance/Bimmerworld 62 25  01:42.2

2 3 16 John Dean II/USA Mazda Road to 24/Sick
Sideways 56 25 0.285 01:42.3

3 5 1 Yuui
Tsutsumi/Japan Team TCR Japan 53 25 2.085 01:42.1

4 10 7 Moritz
Kranz/Germany Mazda Motor Europe 51 25 6.448 01:42.1

5 7 23 Glenn McGee/USA Mazda Road to 24/iRacing 49 25 14.09 01:42.4

6 17 4 Erik Blixt/Sweden Mazda Motor Europe 47 25 14.65 01:42.3

7 8 14 Sarah
Montgomery/USA

ALARA Racing/Lemons of
Love/Lafayette Travel 45 25 17.44 01:42.3

8 9 70 Kamil
Franczak/Poland

Mazda Motor Europe/Triton
Racing/WheelStandPro 43 25 23.25 01:42.4

9 13 72
Oliver
Allwood/United
Kingdom

Mazda Motor
Europe/Allgears/AB
Motorsport/Sign Solutions

41 25 23.71 01:42.7

10 12 26 Tim Probert/USA ALARA Racing 39 25 26.24 01:43.0

11 11 56 Gabriele
Gardel/Switzerland

Mazda Motor Europe/Mazda
Switzerland 37 25 33.33 01:42.4

12 6 11 Ara
Malkhassian/USA ALARA Racing 35 25 33.71 01:42.0

https://www.facebook.com/MazdaFriendsofMX5/?fref=ts


 P H O T O S  (1)

13 1 63 Robby Foley/USA Mazda Road to 24 36 24 1 Lap 01:42.3

14 16 75 Anthony
Crawford/Australia

Mazda
Australia/caradvice.com.au 31 24 1 Lap 01:50.6

15 4 12 Chris Stone/USA UAO Clothing/JH Precision
Machine/LYFE Motorsports 29 23 2

Laps 01:43.4

16 15 76 Mike
Sinclair/Australia

Mazda
Australia/motoring.com.au 27 5 crash 01:50.0

Complete results can be found at www.MX-5Cup.com

The races can be viewed in the archives at www.MazdaLIVE.com

About MX-5 Cup

The MX-5 Cup race cars start as complete MX-5 road cars from the Mazda Hiroshima, Japan factory before being
transported to engineering development partner Long Road Racing in Statesville, North Carolina where they are
produced into a race car. The process includes disassembly of the production car, welding and paint of a full roll
cage and interior, and assembly of the race car, adding more than 250 motorsports-specific parts. Other
components of the car, including the Mazda SKYACTIV 2.0 liter engine are sealed to ensure even competition
and a cost-effective platform.

The Battery Tender Global Mazda MX-5 Cup presented by BFGoodrich Tires is the signature spec series for the
Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24), the sports car counterpart to the Mazda Road to Indy (#MRTI). On both paths,
Mazda-powered champions earn a Mazda scholarship to advance their career. The MX-5 Cup champion earns a
$200,000 scholarship.

Information on the car is online at www.mazdamotorsports.com.

About Mazda Motorsports 

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 program offers a number of scholarships to advance drivers
up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with the Mazda
Prototype team. The Mazda Road to Indy is a similar program that includes Mazda-powered categories of
USF2000, Pro Mazda and Indy Lights. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race on any given weekend in
North America than any other manufacturer. Mazda is also the title sponsor of the renowned Mazda Raceway
Laguna Seca in Monterey, Calif. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com, @MazdaRacing on
Twitter, and MazdaMotorsports on Instagram and Facebook.

# # #

Contact:
Dean Case, Mazda Motorsports (310) 318-4582, mazdaspeed@MazdaUSA.com
Debbie Ebalobo, SCCA Pro Racing (917) 868-6253, MX5CupPR@sccapro.com
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