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- Award-Winning Mazda6 Family Sedan Continues to Blend Practicality, Efficiency, Safety, 
Craftsmanship and Uncommonly Good Driving Dynamics - 

 
IRVINE, Calif. (May 9, 2017) – Mazda6 has redefined the midsize sedan segment with superb 

driving dynamics, handsome design that stands out among its staid competition and craftsmanship 

that goes a step above expectations. It has charted its path as the family car for discerning drivers 

who need the practicality provided by a midsizer but refuse to give up on driving an engaging, 

enjoyable car. 

 

Now in its third generation, Mazda6 celebrates its 15th anniversary since going on sale 

internationally, still setting the benchmark for its segment and for the Mazda brand.  

 

Since 2002, Mazda6 has torn through the throngs of ubiquity that define its class and landed in the 

spotlight as the go-to for those desiring a better, if not more bespoke, option. 

 

Immediately after going on sale in the U.S., Car and Driver magazine named Mazda6 to its 10Best 

list in 2003, stating that “…the Mazda6 is a spirited, athletic package that takes Mazda's zoom-

zoom ethos into the mainstream.”  

 

Since then, Mazda6 has earned several other 10Best honors among dozens of awards, comparison 

wins and commendations for its outstanding safety, most recently being awarded both IIHS Top 

Safety Pick+ and NHTSA Five-Star ratings. 

 

And, yet, Mazda6’s engineers and designers have never been good at leaving well enough alone.  
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In recent years, Mazda has made dozens of changes that further elevate it among its peers, no 

longer waiting for mid-cycle refreshes to make meaningful improvements. For 2015, Mazda6 

received subtle refinements to what was already a well-received third-generation model after 

adopting KODO—Soul of Motion design and lightweight, efficient SKYACTIV Technology in its third 

generation. For 2016, its interior was completely redesigned, implementing a clean, modern design 

with the latest MAZDA CONNECTTM infotainment interface and segment-exclusive Active Driving 

Display head-up display technologies. The new interior won a Wards 10 Best Interiors award. 

 

Starting in 2016, models equipped with available full-LED auto-leveling headlights also received a 

redesigned grille, headlights and tail lights. 

 

For the 2017 model year, Mazda6 added many of the premium touches that were introduced in the 

all-new Mazda CX-9, including additional sound insulation by way of thicker door seals and 

laminated front glass and luxuries like available Nappa leather seating surfaces and rear USB 

charging ports. Mazda6 was also the first vehicle in the U.S. to include G-Vectoring Control, a 

Mazda-exclusive technology that uses throttle and steering inputs to smooth out steering feel, 

leading to greater confidence behind the wheel and more sure-footed handling. 

 

Throughout its decade and a half, no matter which generation, Mazda6 has remained true to its 

mission, serving families who want a midsize car without compromise. Now, as in 2002, Mazda6 

continues to over-deliver. 

 

Accolades at a glance: 

2003 10Best Car and Driver 

2003 All Star Automobile Magazine 

2004 Best Family Car Money Magazine 

2008 Car of the Year Detroit News 

2009 Best New Cars Business Week 
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2014 Big Test Comparison 

Winner Motor Trend 

2014 Top-Rated Vehicles Edmunds.com 

2014 Best Cars for Families U.S. News and World Report 

2014 Top-Three Finalist North American Car of the Year 

2014 10Best Car and Driver 

2014 10 Best Interiors Wards Automotive 

2014 Finalist World Car Design of the Year 

2015 Five-Year Cost to 

Own Awards Kelley Blue Book 

2015 10Best Car and Driver 

2015 Sedan of the Year Autobytel 

2016 10 Best Interiors Wards Automotive 

2016 Comparison Test 

Winner Automobile Magazine 

2016 Top Safety Pick+ Insurance Institute of Highway Safety 

2017 Best Family Car New York Daily News Awards 

2017 Automotive 

Excellence Awards Popular Mechanics 

2017 Top Safety Pick+ Insurance Institute of Highway Safety 

2017 Most Beautiful Cars 

You Can Buy Right 

Now Under $50,000 Car and Driver 

 

 

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, 

marketing, parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico 

through more than 600 dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in 
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Mexico City. For more information on Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit 

the online Mazda media center at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.  
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