
   
 
 
 

 
 
Mazda Earns Two of 10 Spots on Car and Driver’s  
10Best Trucks and SUVs List  
1/3 

 
 

 

MAZDA NORTH AMERICAN OPERATIONS 
200 Spectrum Center Drive • Irvine, CA 92618 
Tel 949-727-1900 • Fax 949-727-6813 
InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom 

For Immediate Release 
 

Contact: Jacob Brown, Mazda North American Operations, 949-727-6751 
                  Eric Booth, Mazda North American Operations, 949-727-6144 
 

 

Mazda Earns Two of 10 Spots on Car and Driver’s  
10Best Trucks and SUVs List  

 

- 2018 Mazda CX-5 and CX-9 crossover SUVs overtake stiff competition in Best Compact 
SUV and Best Mid-Size SUV categories, respectively - 

 
IRVINE, Calif. (January 12, 2018) – The 2018 Mazda CX-5 compact crossover SUV and 2018 

Mazda CX-9 three-row crossover SUV have been awarded as two of Car and Driver magazine’s 

10Best Trucks and SUVs for 2018. This represents a repeat performance for Mazda CX-9 as the 

Best Mid-Size SUV and Mazda CX-5’s first time winning the Best Compact SUV category. 

 

Car and Driver selected its 10Best list by segment, with CX-5 and CX-9 vying for their spots against 

their tough direct competition. Both crossover SUVs stood out through exemplary chassis 

dynamics, fuel efficiency, craftsmanship, design and refinement.  

 

For Mazda CX-5, editors noted that, “From the first turn of the wheel, it’s evident that the Mazda is 

something different. The CX-5 follows steering commands with an eagerness that belies its 

category. Its chassis provides a master class in body control—firm enough to make for engaging 

handling yet supple enough to shrug off pavement imperfections.” 

 

Similarly, Mazda CX-9 was lauded for its balance between utility and driving enjoyment. 

 

“Practicality may be king for vehicles tasked with the demands of suburban responsibility, yet our 

chores need not be devoid of enjoyment. Mazda gets that, and the CX-9 crossover is its flagship 

example of bringing driving satisfaction to the daily grind, a sophisticated standout that sets the 

benchmark for how a three-row SUV should satisfy its driver.” 

 

https://insidemazda.mazdausa.com/vehicle-page/2017-cx-5/
https://insidemazda.mazdausa.com/vehicle-page/2018-mazda-cx-9/


 
 
 
 

 
 
Mazda Earns Two of 10 Spots on Car and Driver’s  
10Best Trucks and SUVs List 
2/3 

 
 

 

Going on sale last spring as an all-new model, Mazda CX-5 has drawn praise for its class-above 

quality and refinement while carrying a base MSRP1  of just $24,150. For the 2018 model year, 

Mazda CX-5 carries significant upgrades, including standard cylinder-deactivation technology that 

can shut down the two outside cylinders when they’re not needed to increase fuel-efficiency. Also 

new are increased levels of i-ACTIVSENSE safety technologies on all trim levels, including Smart 

City Brake Support automatic emergency braking. 

 

The 2018 Mazda CX-9 also features numerous updates and improvements, including a second row 

that slides farther forward, allowing greater access to the third row, easier-to-use second-row seat 

levers, greater noise reduction, standard G-Vectoring Control vehicle dynamics enhancements and 

front parking sensors that come standard on Mazda CX-9 Touring models. Mazda CX-9 is also 

newly available with a heated steering wheel and heated second-row outboard seats, among a long 

list of additional features and under-the-sheet metal refinements. The 2018 Mazda CX-9 carries a 

starting MSRP2  of $32,130. 

 

With the two wins, Mazda is among the top-three winningest brands in Car and Driver’s three and a 

half decades of 10Best awards.  

 

For more information on Car and Driver’s 10Best Trucks and SUVs 2018 awards: 

caranddriver.com/10BestTrucks 

 

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, 

marketing, parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico 

through nearly 600 dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in 

Mexico City. For more information on Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit 

the online Mazda media center at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.  

 

                                                 
1 MSRP does not include $975 for destination and handling ($1,020 in Alaska), taxes, title or additional fees. Dealers set actual sale prices. 
2 MSRP does not include $975 for destination and handling ($1,020 in Alaska), taxes, title or additional fees. Dealers set actual sale prices. 

https://insidemazda.mazdausa.com/press-release/2018-mazda-cx-5-adds-numerous-upgrades/
https://insidemazda.mazdausa.com/press-release/2018-mazda-cx-5-adds-numerous-upgrades/
http://caranddriver.com/10BestTrucks
http://www.insidemazda.com/newsroom
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Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and 

Facebook at Facebook.com/Mazda 

  

# # # 

https://twitter.com/MazdaUSA
https://www.instagram.com/mazdausa/
https://www.facebook.com/Mazda/
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