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M A Z D A  S C O R E S  F I R S T  P O D I U M  O F  T H E  S E A S O N  AT
M I D - O H I O
OLIVER JARVIS AND TRISTAN NUNEZ TEAM TO FINISH THIRD AND SCORE FIRST IMSA
PODIUM FOR MAZDA TEAM JOEST

LEXINGTON, Ohio (May 6, 2018) – Mazda Team Joest broke through to record its best result of the season on
Sunday afternoon at the IMSA Sports Car Challenge at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course.

The historic finish was the first IMSA podium for Mazda Team Joest, the fifth for Mazda in IMSA’s Prototype class,
fourth for Nunez and first for Jarvis who was also making his first start at Mid-Ohio.

Oliver Jarvis and Tristan Nunez led the charge for Mazda by finishing in third position in the No. 77
Castrol/Modspace Mazda RT24-P. The pair of Mazda RT24-Ps had shown their potential in qualifying and that
speed carried over to the start of Sunday’s two hour and forty-minute race. From the drop of the green flag the
No. 77 Castrol/Modspace Mazda RT24-P, started by Jarvis, and the No. 55 Mazda RT24-P started by Jonathan
Bomarito, battled at the head of the field. Heavy lapped traffic played a factor nearly immediately, with lapped
cars allowing Bomarito and Jarvis to make up ground but at times, but more frequently, lose time to their
competitors.

 

During the second round of pit stops, Spencer Pigot took over from Bomarito in the No. 55 Mazda RT24-P while
Tristan Nunez took over the No. 77 Mazda RT24-P as both cars were in the top-three. While making up rapid
time, Pigot was hit from behind by a GT-class car, causing damage that forced him to retire from the race.

Nunez, however, ran uncontested in third place in the closing hour of the race. Despite losing time in lapped
traffic, Nunez was closing the gap to the leaders in the closing stages of the race and eventually took the
checkered flag in third place.

The next round of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship will be the Detroit Grand Prix, held on Belle
Isle, on June 1-2, where Mazda claimed a podium in 2017.

Mazda Team Joest fans can follow the team at @MazdaMotorsports on all social media platforms.

QUOTES

JOHN DOONAN, DIRECTOR, MAZDA MOTORSPORTS

“This represents another step forward for the program. I think we had the pace to win this race and a lot of
factors played in to the result – obviously the traffic was one and we rolled the dice on the strategy – but to
improve every race is what the program is all about and getting on the podium shows the improvement. A
podium is fantastic and a true statement to the effort that has gone in from all the partners, and now we are
going to now focus on Detroit where we plan to show up and win the race.”

NO. 55 MAZDA RT24-P

Jonathan Bomarito

“We showed really well. It was really a fun first hour and twenty minutes when Olly and I were mixing it up with
the leaders, and a few times with each other! The Mazda RT24-P was very competitive. Mazda Team Joests did a
great job with the strategy and the pit stops and it was just unfortunate how it ended for us. It was no fault of
Spencer’s at all, but this track is very easy to have side-to-side contact while you are trying to get by the other
cars. After the pit cycle he had a couple of clear laps to try and jump ahead of the other cars so he was pushing
really hard and was doing a good job. It’s very unfortunate, but I would rather have that happen and know that



we were pushing hard rather than look back and know that we left things on the table. This was a good showing
for Mazda with third place and with how competitive we were all weekend.”

Spencer Pigot

“This was a tough finish to the race for Jonathan and I. He had done a great job in the first half start to put us in
a position to be on the podium, or win, and the Mazda RT24-P was working really well. Unfortunately, a GT car
hit us after just a few laps and right away I knew something was wrong. It’s such a shame for the guys, they
gave Jonathan and I a great car and deserved better for all the effort they put in. I’m looking forward to getting
back in the car at Watkins Glen and giving them the finish they deserve.”

 NO. 77 CASTROL/MODSPACE MAZDA RT24-P

Oliver Jarvis

“It was an incredible race. I enjoyed myself so much – Mazda Team Joest gave us a fantastic car to go racing. I
really enjoyed the fight that we had today with four cars battling for the lead of the race. In a way I’m
disappointed with some of the lapped traffic wanting to have such a big impact on the race. But the progress
we’ve made so far this season is incredible and a big thanks to the team. Now we are going to get back out
there in Detroit and try to get that elusive win.”

Tristan Nunez

“I’m truly ecstatic with the effort from everyone at Mazda Team Joest, Multimatic and AER. It’s been a true team
effort to get this podium finish, our best finish of the year. We’ve got the best drivers in the world on our team
and I’m learning so much. I think we had the speed to win the race, and traffic was tough out there. I think we
can learn from this and go to Detroit and be competitive again. The improvement that we’ve had every
weekend has been substantial, and I’m excited to get back in the car at Detroit and see where we stack up.”

Mazda Motorsports

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
the Mazda Prototype team. The Mazda Road to Indy (#MRTI) is a similar program that includes Mazda-powered
categories of USF2000, Pro Mazda and Indy Lights. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race on any given
weekend in North America than any other manufacturer. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com,
@MazdaRacing on Twitter, and MazdaMotorsports on Instagram and Facebook

Mazda North American Operations

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, marketing,
parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700
dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City. For more information on
Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the online Mazda media center
at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.

Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and Facebook
at Facebook.com/MazdaUSA.

# # #

Contact:
Tim Olson, Mazda North American Operations, 949-727-6551
Efrain Olivares, Mazda Motorsports, 818-254-7196

Additional assets available online:

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.insidemazda.com_newsroom&d=DwMFAg&c=5oszCido4egZ9x-32Pvn-g&r=EmJ0_kOmNEGLwDved45tkCFzzy3fgYDav3Z5N50ARP0&m=XRE1dHRUrUnt4er8XWw3Oi8Gp3C_EeDwn-1Hhw8b3TU&s=K_ofiy8gnztk-7GKq2b153ERNsCEZqdVsbHXurcIe-A&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__twitter.com_MazdaUSA&d=DwMFAg&c=5oszCido4egZ9x-32Pvn-g&r=EmJ0_kOmNEGLwDved45tkCFzzy3fgYDav3Z5N50ARP0&m=XRE1dHRUrUnt4er8XWw3Oi8Gp3C_EeDwn-1Hhw8b3TU&s=SpT2fb4d82oozCdtLOIX-4TJ1LVCBb9Z5c55h7tED_Q&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.instagram.com_mazdausa_&d=DwMFAg&c=5oszCido4egZ9x-32Pvn-g&r=EmJ0_kOmNEGLwDved45tkCFzzy3fgYDav3Z5N50ARP0&m=XRE1dHRUrUnt4er8XWw3Oi8Gp3C_EeDwn-1Hhw8b3TU&s=AaTOGph8dJZZN1apjcEV7dfC6ERgYlsayAs4_nAAoQQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.facebook.com_MazdaUSA_&d=DwMFAg&c=5oszCido4egZ9x-32Pvn-g&r=EmJ0_kOmNEGLwDved45tkCFzzy3fgYDav3Z5N50ARP0&m=XRE1dHRUrUnt4er8XWw3Oi8Gp3C_EeDwn-1Hhw8b3TU&s=glbKtaRFs1QhvrQwFpLuE1oduva6ORv6HZS0j1BJSjQ&e=


 P H O T O S  (2)

https://news.mazdausa.com/2018-05-07-mazda-scores-first-podium-season-mid-ohio

https://news.mazdausa.com/2018-05-07-mazda-scores-first-podium-season-mid-ohio#assets_117
https://news.mazdausa.com/2018-05-07-mazda-scores-first-podium-season-mid-ohio

	QUOTES
	JOHN DOONAN, DIRECTOR, MAZDA MOTORSPORTS
	NO. 55 MAZDA RT24-P
	NO. 77 CASTROL/MODSPACE MAZDA RT24-P


