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M A Z D A  R O L L S  T H E  D I C E ,  F I N I S H E S  N I N T H  I N  D E T R O I T
PROGRESS THROUGH THE FIELD IS UNREWARDED AFTER JARVIS RUNS AS HIGH AS
FOURTH PLACE

Detroit, Mich. (June 2, 2018) – Mazda Team Joest had a challenging IMSA Sports Car Classic on Belle Isle in
Detroit, Michigan on Saturday afternoon as the team came away from the 100-minute race with a ninth-place
finish.

The race started from eighth position for the No. 77 Castrol/ModSpace Mazda RT24-P driven by Tristan Nunez
and from ninth position for the No. 55 Mazda RT24-P driven by Jonathan Bomarito. Bomarito’s race would be
short-lived, however, as after another car made contact with him on the opening lap and he was forced to retire
the car with a drivetrain issue a short time later.

With track position at a premium on the temporary 2.3-mile Raceway at Belle Isle, Mazda Team Joest employed
a strategy to allow Oliver Jarvis, who had taken over the No. 77 during the first pit stop, to move up to fourth
position after the Prototype class cars had pitted for the final time. The alternate strategy, however, was an
aggressive one in terms of fuel consumption and the team came up short on the final lap of the race. Nunez and
Jarvis were credited with a ninth-place finish.

The next round of the IMSA SportsCar Championship will be the Sahlen’s Six Hours at the Glen at Watkins Glen
International on June 28 – July 1.

Mazda Team Joest fans can follow the team at @MazdaMotorsports on all social media platforms.

QUOTES
John Doonan, Director, Mazda Motorsports

“When you factor in where we had to start the race and how Tristan and Olly made it through the field, the No.
77 had a decent day that, unfortunately, was not rewarded with a decent finish. We knew to have a shot at a
strong finish we would need to be aggressive, and Mazda’s challenger spirit – which our racing teams embody –
means that we push ourselves but also that we think outside the box a little bit. So we rolled the dice on the
fuel,  but we came up just a little bit short. We know we had a fast car and we’ll move forward from here to
Watkins Glen, a track that we are excited for racing at with our Mazdas.”

NO. 55 MAZDA RT24-P

Jonathan Bomarito

“The start of the race was very busy and action-packed, but we were able to keep the car out of trouble and
make up a couple of positions. Then all of a sudden, we lost drive and the race was over. It’s a shame because
the car had improved with each session and it was pretty quick at the start the race, but we’ll put it behind us
and just keep pushing.”

Harry Tincknell

“It’s a tough day for us to be out of the race so early and not have a chance to show the potential of our Mazda
RT24-P. The Detroit circuit is very fast and flowing for a street circuit, and we were optimistic that we could
score a good result for Mazda here today – and I was really looking forward to getting behind the wheel.
Jonathan had a great start, and I was excited to get my chance but I’ll just have to wait for the next one.”

NO. 77 CASTROL/MODSPACE MAZDA RT24-P

Tristan Nunez



 P H O T O S  (2)

“I wanted to have a clean start and just put the Mazda RT24-P in a position where Olly could take it over and
push for the rest of the race. Luckily it worked out well. I was able to make up a few positions and we got the
driver change out of the way the first chance we get. The team put Olly in a good spot just outside the podium,
but it didn’t quite work out. But, we had a good race going and the car was fast, so now we’ll just do our best to
be prepared for Watkins Glen.”

Oliver Jarvis

“We had the right strategy and a good Mazda RT24-P today in Detroit. Tristan drove a perfect opening stint and
the team made the right calls each time with our pit stops. We knew the fuel would be a little bit of a gamble,
and unfortunately it didn’t quite pan out. It just makes us hungrier for the next race.”

Mazda Motorsports

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
the Mazda Prototype team. The Mazda Road to Indy (#MRTI) is a similar program that includes Mazda-powered
categories of USF2000, Pro Mazda and Indy Lights. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race on any given
weekend in North America than any other manufacturer. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com,
@MazdaRacing on Twitter, and MazdaMotorsports on Instagram and Facebook

Mazda North American Operations

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, marketing,
parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700
dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City. For more information on
Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the online Mazda media center
at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.

Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and Facebook
at Facebook.com/MazdaUSA.
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