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M A Z D A  F I N I S H E S  T E N T H  AT  W AT K I N S  G L E N
TOP-FIVE FINISH SLIPS AWAY AFTER AN ILL-TIMED CAUTION PERIOD DURING SIX-
HOUR CONTEST

WATKINS GLEN, N.Y. (July 1, 2018) – Sunday afternoon’s Sahlen’s Six Hours of The Glen at Watkins Glen
International brought a tenth-place finish for Mazda Team Joest.

Driving the No. 55 Mazda RT24-P, drivers Jonathan Bomarito, Spencer Pigot and Harry Tincknell moved the car
forward during the first half of the six-hour race at Watkins Glen International, which is the third round of the
North American Endurance Cup. As different pit sequences played out in the middle stages of the race, the No.
55 Mazda established itself in fifth position until a full-course caution period fell just as the team was about to
pit, forcing the team to do an emergency service. That dropped the car down the running order under caution,
and a later pit-speed penalty cost additional time in the race’s fourth hour.

At the checkered flag, Tincknell brought the car to the finish in tenth position and on the lead lap in the
Prototype class.

After an incident in practice for Rene Rast, members of Mazda Team Joest and Multimatic worked throughout
Saturday to rebuild the No. 77 Castrol/ModSpace Mazda RT24-P driven by Oliver Jarvis, Tristan Nunez and Rast
in time for for Sunday morning’s warmup. Starting from the back of the field, Olivier Jarvis narrowly avoided an
opening-lap incident involving several other Prototype class and moved up through the field before handing the
car over to Rast. The car then encountered an electrical issue, forcing it to spend time in the paddock for
repairs.

The No. 77 Castrol/ModSpace Mazda RT24-P finished the race in thirteenth position.

The next round of the IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar Championship will be in one week’s time at Canadian Tire
Motorsports Park in Bowmanville, Ontario.

QUOTES

John Doonan, Director, Mazda Motorsports

“Mazda is rooted in a challenger spirit like none other and we simply will not give up, no matter what we face.
We rebounded after the practice incident to have both cars on the grid. The race threw a bunch at us as well,
but we fought our way to fifth at one point through strategy. Clearly, we had a tough weekend but there is no
time to waste as we turn right around and go to Canadian Tire Motorsports Park. We sure hope to contend for a
victory there, and we will bring every bit of effort we need in order to win.”

No. 55 Mazda RT24-P

Jonathan Bomarito

“We were anticipating that today would be challenging, and the high heat made it a bigger challenge not only
from a physical standpoint but also from a setup and tire degradation standpoint. But we had a pretty good first
half of the race, the strategy was good and the Mazda RT24-P seemed to be working pretty well in the heat.
Unfortunately, the final results weren’t what we were looking for but we get another shot at it in just a few days
at CTMP.”

Spencer Pigot

“I always look forward to coming back and racing with Mazda Team Joest, especially on a fast track like Watkins
Glen. I was optimistic about our chances based off my last couple of races with the team at Sebring and Mid-
Ohio, but things didn’t work out for us today. The Mazda RT24-P worked really well and I was able to make up a



few positions. I know the guys will be pushing hard next week at CTMP and I’m looking forward to getting back
in the car at Petit Le Mans.”

Harry Tincknell

“We definitely faced tough circumstances today in Watkins Glen, but we had a good run going until we were
caught out by that yellow flag and had to do the emergency service which was almost like taking a penalty. A
top-five was definitely possible before that, thanks to the great stints by Jonathan and Spencer, but after that
we just lost too much time and track position to make it back up. We’ll aim for a better finish in a week in
Canada.” 

No. 77 Castrol/ModSpace Mazda RT24-P

Oliver Jarvis

“It’s really too bad that the guys weren’t rewarded for all of their hard work in getting our car put back together
for the race today. They were here until late and the car was really good right out of the gate in morning
warmup, but we needed to have good strategy and a little bit of good luck to get us near the front.
Unfortunately, that wasn’t how our race went, but we will be back in the car in a couple of days and will push as
hard as we always do when we get to CTMP.” 

Tristan Nunez

“Today was a really challenging day, there’s no question about that. But the guys worked so hard to get the car
back together yesterday, it makes us as drivers want to push even harder to reward them for their hard work.
Since that didn’t happen today, we’ll push just that little bit more at CTMP next weekend.”

Rene Rast

“I really enjoyed driving at Watkins Glen for the first time, and the crew did a great job to rebuild our car after
my incident on Saturday. The car felt good in the warmup and the race started pretty well for us until,
unfortunately, we had to spend some time in the pits. After that, the car was great, but then we had to come to
the paddock so the guys could fix an electrical issue that we had. It’s a shame, because the team deserved a
good result after repairing the car yesterday.”

Mazda Motorsports

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
the Mazda Prototype team. The Mazda Road to Indy (#MRTI) is a similar program that includes Mazda-powered
categories of USF2000, Pro Mazda and Indy Lights. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race on any given
weekend in North America than any other manufacturer. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com,
@MazdaRacing on Twitter, and MazdaMotorsports on Instagram and Facebook.

Mazda North American Operations

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, marketing,
parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700
dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City. For more information on
Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the online Mazda media center
at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.

Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and Facebook
at Facebook.com/MazdaUSA.
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Contact:
Tim Olson, Mazda North American Operations, 949-727-6551
Efrain Olivares, Mazda Motorsports, 818-254-7196

Additional assets available online:

https://news.mazdausa.com/2018-07-01-mazda-finishes-tenth-at-watkins-glen

https://news.mazdausa.com/2018-07-01-mazda-finishes-tenth-at-watkins-glen#assets_117
https://news.mazdausa.com/2018-07-01-mazda-finishes-tenth-at-watkins-glen

	QUOTES

