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M A Z D A  R O A D  T O  I N DY  G O E S  N O R T H
41 MAZDA-POWERED OPEN-WHEEL RACERS TAKE TO STREETS SURROUNDING
EXHIBITION PLACE IN TORONTO

IRVINE, Calif. (July 13, 2018) – This weekend, the three Mazda Road to Indy series take to the 1.746-mile
temporary circuit around Exhibition Place in Toronto, Ontario in support of this weekend’s Verizon IndyCar
Series race. 40 drivers in the Indy Lights, Pro Mazda and USF2000 championships are contending not only for
race victories, but for their share of the $3.5 million in Mazda scholarships that will be awarded at the end of the
season to move up to the next step of the ladder, culminating in an entry to the Indianapolis 500.

All three MRTI races will contest a pair of doubleheader races this weekend, and Sunday’s Indy Lights race will
be broadcast on NBC Sports Network on Monday, July 16 at 6:00 PM EDT.

Indy Lights Presented by Cooper Tires

With four victories each, the Indy Lights championship has become a two-driver battle between Colton Herta
and Patricio O’Ward. O’Ward claimed a dominant victory at last weekend’s race at Iowa, which allowed him to
close to within eight points of the championship leader, Herta. Third in the championship is Santi Urrutia, who
has claimed one victory this season. Another driver with one victory to his name this season is Mazda
Scholarship driver Victor Franzoni, who captured his first Indy Lights victory at Road America.

Pro Mazda Championship Presented by Cooper Tires

Canadian Parker Thompson has established a healthy lead in the Pro Mazda championship. Winning the last two
races at the Indianapolis Grand Prix as well as Lucas Oil Raceway have helped him to increase his championship
lead to 46 points over Rinus Veekay and Carlos Cunha, who sits a further three points behind.  At the previous
two rounds at Road America, it was David Malukas who swept the weekend with two victories, his first two in the
championship.

Cooper Tires USF2000 Championship Powered by Mazda

With five wins out of seven races, Kyle Kirkwood has built a massive lead in the USF2000 championship. The
only other driver to win this season, Alex Baron, is second in the title chase with Kaylen Frederick occupying the
third spot.

Mazda Motorsports

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
the Mazda Prototype team. The Mazda Road to Indy (#MRTI) is a similar program that includes Mazda-powered
categories of USF2000, Pro Mazda and Indy Lights. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race on any given
weekend in North America than any other manufacturer. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com,
@MazdaRacing on Twitter, and MazdaMotorsports on Instagram and Facebook

Mazda North American Operations

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, marketing,
parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700
dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City. For more information on
Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the online Mazda media center
atInsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.

Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and Facebook
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at Facebook.com/MazdaUSA.
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Tim Olson, Mazda North American Operations, 949-727-6551
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