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M A Z D A  P U T S  H I S T O R Y  O N  T R A C K  AT  R O L E X
M O N T E R E Y  M O T O R S P O R T S  R E U N I O N
FLEET OF FOUR-ROTOR MAZDA VINTAGE RACERS TO BE DRIVEN BY MODERN MAZDA
DRIVERS

IRVINE, Calif. (August 22, 2018) – The four Mazda North American Operations-entered race cars that will take to
WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca this weekend are all different examples of Mazda’s racing history, with one
common thread – they are all powered by a Mazda four-rotor engine.

Mazda’s four-rotor Prototype and GT racers took on the competition at the 24 Hours of Le Mans and in North
America in IMSA’s GTO and GTP classes. The Mazda-owned cars are maintained by Mazda staff so that they
may continue to thrill Mazda fans just as they when they raced on the world stage.

“The Mazda RT24-P that we race in the IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar Championship with Mazda Team Joest is
born from the same challenger spirit and dedication to ingenious solutions that created these historic Mazda
race cars,” said John Doonan, Director, Mazda Motorsports. “We always look forward to getting these cars back
on track at the Reunion and tell our drivers to drive them just as hard as when these were the latest and
greatest cars to hit the track. We are very proud of Mazda’s history with the rotary engine, which Mazda took to
victory at Le Mans, and we hear from the spectators every year how happy they are to hear the rotary Mazdas
back on track.”

At this weekend’s Reunion, the 1989 Mazda 767B will be driven by Mazda Team Joest driver Jonathan Bomarito.
This chassis, wearing the famous ‘Charge’ argyle livery, finished ninth overall and second in class at the 1989 24
Hours of Le Mans, driven by Takashi Yorino / Herve Regout / Elliot Forbes-Robinson.

The 1990 Mazda 787, which will be driven by Tom Long, competed at the 24 Hours of Le Mans in 1990 and
1991, and finished in eighth position in 1991 driven by Takashi Yorino / Yojiro Terada / Pierre Dieudonne.

The 1991 Mazda RX-7 IMSA GTO, which will be driven by Joel Miller, competed in the IMSA GTO class. Utilizing
the four-rotor 13J engine which was developed for Mazda’s Le Mans racers, this car captured the 1991 IMSA
GTO driver’s championship for Pete Halsmer and helped Mazda capture the manufacturer’s championship. After
being retired, this RX-7 was entered at the 1994 24 Hours of Le Mans where it finished second in class and will
compete this weekend at Laguna Seca in its Le Mans graphics.

The 1992 Mazda RX-792P, which will be driven by Mazda Team Joest driver Tristan Nunez, was Mazda’s first
factory-built racer for North American prototype racing. This chassis was driven primarily by Price Cobb in the
1992 IMSA GTP championship and recorded a best finish of second place at Watkins Glen.

Mazda Motorsports

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
the Mazda Prototype team. The Mazda Road to Indy (#MRTI) is a similar program that includes Mazda-powered
categories of USF2000, Pro Mazda and Indy Lights. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race on any given
weekend in North America than any other manufacturer. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com,
@MazdaRacing on Twitter, and Mazda Motorsports on Instagram and Facebook.

Mazda North American Operations

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, marketing,
parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700
dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City. For more information on
Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the online Mazda media center
at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.
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Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and Facebook
at Facebook.com/MazdaUSA.
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