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F I N A L I S T S  A N N O U N C E D  F O R  M A Z D A  R O A D  T O  2 4
S H O O T O U T
FOUR YOUNG DRIVERS TO COMPETE THIS FRIDAY FOR $100,000 MAZDA
SCHOLARSHIP

IRVINE, Calif. (December 3, 2018) – This Friday, four young race car drivers will compete for the chance to win a
$100,000 scholarship to race in the 2019 Battery Tender Global Mazda MX-5 Cup presented by BFGoodrich Tires
at the Mazda Road to 24 Shootout.

At the Shootout, the four drivers will use Global MX-5 Cup cars and will be evaluated by an independent panel of
judges. Success in a club racing championship at the wheel of a Mazda is the primary consideration for the
Mazda Road to 24 Shootout, with twelve drivers invited to submit a video and written proposal to Mazda
Motorsports. Based on those factors, these four drivers have been invited to participate in the Mazda Road to 24
Shootout this Friday, December 7 at Wild Horse Motorsports Park in Chandler, Arizona:

Michael Carter – Carter will arrive at the Mazda Road to 24 Shootout after a strong 2018 season in which he won
seven races and podiumed in 18 of 20 races. On the strength of those results, Carter finished second in the
SCCA Hoosier Super Tour Points Championship, but clinched the Spec Miata Challenge, earning a two-race
sponsorship in the 2019 Battery Tender Global MX-5 Cup. He also added a victory in Spec Miata at the American
Road Race of Champions and finished tenth in Spec Miata at the SCCA Runoffs. The eighteen-year-old is a
student at the Georgia Institute of Technology majoring in Business Administration.

Matthew Dirks – The youngest of the finalists, sixteen-year-old Matthew Dirks captured the Spec Miata class
championship in NASA’s Rocky Mountain Region and was also named the Teen Mazda Challenge champion. He
captured pole position at the Toyo Tires Classic – the Spec Miata race at the NASA Nationals at Circuit of The
Americas – in a field of 77 cars.

Hannah Grisham – Grisham finished in third place in the Teen Mazda Challenge at the Toyo Tires Classic NASA
National Championships at Circuit of The Americas in Austin, Texas and finished second in the Spec Miata
championship in the NASA So Cal region. Grisham, eighteen years old, attends San Diego State University and is
majoring in Business Administration.

Loni Unser – A relative newcomer to wheel-to-wheel racing, Unser has put together competitive results in two
years of racing in both the Spec Miata class of the SCCA Rocky Mountain Region and World Racing League. The
twenty-one-year-old is a student at the University of Boulder, studying Environmental Design, but is also part of
the CU Boulder Racing team as a driver as well as social media director. She is the latest of racers from one of
America’s most famous racing families, with nine victories at the Indianapolis 500 in the Unser family.

Mazda Motorsports

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
the Mazda Prototype team. Mazda is also the title sponsor of the renowned Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca in
Monterey, Calif. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com, @MazdaRacing on Twitter, and
MazdaMotorsports on Instagram and Facebook.

Mazda North American Operations

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, marketing,
parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700
dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City. For more information on
Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the online Mazda media center
at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.
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Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and Facebook
at Facebook.com/MazdaUSA.
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Tim Olson, Mazda North American Operations, 949-727-6551
Efrain Olivares, Mazda Motorsports, 818-254-7196
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