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B AT T E R Y  T E N D E R  G L O B A L  M A Z D A  M X- 5  C U P
P R E S E N T E D  B Y  B F G O O D R I C H  A N N O U N C E S  S C H E D U L E ,
$ 3 7 5 , 0 0 0  P R I Z E  PA C K A G E  F O R  2 0 1 9
SERIES WILL COMPETE ALONGSIDE INDYCAR SERIES THROUGHOUT 2019 SEASON

IRVINE, Calif. (January 15, 2019) – Mazda today announced the 2019 schedule and prize package for the 2019
Battery Tender Global Mazda MX-5 Cup presented by BFGoodrich, which will see the series compete alongside
the IndyCar Series in six race weekends from March to September.

The battle for the 2018 Global Mazda MX-5 Cup championship came down to the final race of the season, with
Nikko Reger claiming the title and the $200,000 championship prize ahead of Bryan Ortiz and Rookie of the Year
Selin Rollan. The season saw 2,467 passes for position in twelve races, which were won by six different drivers,
and featured an average field size of over 28 Global Mazda MX-5 Cup cars. There will be at least one new face in
the paddock in 2019, as eighteen-year-old Michael Carter, from Savannah, Georgia, was recently named the
winner of the Mazda Road to 24 Shootout and will receive a scholarship to compete in the full Global Mazda MX-
5 Cup series.

A new version of the Global Mazda MX-5 Cup car, now with the 181-horsepower, 7500RPM SKYACTIV®-G 2.0-
liter engine available in the Mazda MX-5 Miata, will debut in 2019. With the introduction of the updated Miata,
the Global Mazda MX-5 Cup will now feature a two-class structure. The ND-2 class will feature the new, 181-
horsepower version of the Global MX-5 Cup car, while the ND-1 class will feature the previous generation Global
MX-5 Cup car.

The 2019 ND-2 class champion will receive a $200,000 career advancement scholarship from Mazda, while the
ND-1 class champion will receive a $100,000 scholarship that can be applied to the 2020 Global MX-5 Cup
championship. The Rookie of the Year in the ND-2 class will receive a $75,000 scholarship from Mazda. The
series continues to benefit from the support of title sponsor Battery Tender and presenting sponsor BFGoodrich
Tires, both of which have renewed their support of the Global Mazda MX-5 Cup, while Andersen Promotions
continues with its third season as the promoter of the Global Mazda MX-5 Cup.

The season, which will again consist of six doubleheader race weekends, will begin at Circuit of The Americas in
March and will then travel to Barber Motorsports Park in April, Road America in June, and Mid-Ohio Sports Car
Course in July. The series will return to Portland International Raceway in September and will conclude its
season three weeks later at WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca.

March 23-24 – Circuit of The Americas – Austin, Texas
April 6-7 – Barber Motorsports Park – Birmingham, Alabama
June 21-22 – Road America – Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin
July 27-28 – Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course – Lexington, Ohio
Aug. 31 – Sept. 1 – Portland International Raceway – Portland, Oregon
September 21 – WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca – Monterey, California

Mazda Motorsports

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
the Mazda Prototype team. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com, @MazdaRacing on Twitter,
and MazdaMotorsports on Instagram and Facebook.

Mazda North American Operations

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, marketing,
parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700
dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City. For more information on
Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the online Mazda media center
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at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.

Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and Facebook
at Facebook.com/MazdaUSA.
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Contact:
Tim Olson, Mazda North American Operations, 949-727-6551
Efrain Olivares, Mazda Motorsports, 818-254-7196
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