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B R YA N  O R T I Z  A N N O U N C E D  A S  F I R S T  D R I V E R  O F
M A Z D A 3  T C R
2019 GLOBAL MAZDA MX-5 CUP CHAMPION TO DRIVE FOR MAZDA MOTORSPORTS IN
2020 IMSA MICHELIN PILOT CHALLENGE

IRVINE, Calif. (October 1, 2019) – Bryan Ortiz, the 2019 Battery Tender® Global Mazda MX-5 Cup Presented by
BFGoodrich® champion, has been named the first driver of the Mazda3 TCR.

Ortiz, from San Juan, Puerto Rico, became the first Puerto Rican driver to win an international racing
championship when he captured the Global MX-5 Cup championship on September 21 at WeatherTech Raceway
Laguna Seca. Utilizing the $200,000 career advancement scholarship awarded to the season champion, Ortiz
will drive the Mazda3 TCR in the IMSA Michelin Pilot Challenge.

Ortiz brings a wealth of racing experience to the Mazda3 TCR program. Beginning his career at age 13 in karts,
Ortiz made his first start in the Michelin Pilot Challenge series in 2005 and spent several seasons racing sports
cars before racing as a member of NASCAR’s Diversity Program for three seasons. Since joining the Global MX-5
Cup in 2017, Ortiz has captured six victories and 18 total podium finishes.

“To have this opportunity that Mazda has given me is a huge honor,” said Ortiz. “Mazda gives aspiring drivers
an opportunity that no other company does, and that’s to advance to the next step in their career. Now that I
am the Global MX-5 Cup champion, I’m proud to represent Mazda and have the trust of the company to race the
new Mazda3 TCR. Now, I’m focused on working with everyone at Mazda Motorsports to be ready to the first race
at Daytona in January.“

“At Mazda Motorsports, we are very proud of how a driver can launch their career through the various
grassroots racing initiatives and scholarships, said John Doonan, Director, Mazda Motorsports. “One of the
reasons we launched the Global MX-5 Cup platform was to provide an equal playing field that would enable
driving talent to shine through, and to then provide a career advancement scholarship to help the drivers make
the next step. Bryan has taken full advantage of that, and having seen him compete and getting to know him
over the past three seasons, I’m very excited that he will continue to be a part of the Mazda family as part of
our Mazda3 TCR program.“

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, marketing,
parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700
dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City. For more information on
Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the online Mazda media center at
InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
Mazda Team Joest. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race on any given weekend in North America than
any other manufacturer. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com, @MazdaRacing on Twitter, and
Mazda Motorsports on Instagram and Facebook.

Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and Facebook at
Facebook.com/MazdaUSA.
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