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Mazda Team Joest Announces 2020 IMSA 
Prototype Drivers 

 

Full-season drivers return and are joined by Ryan Hunter-Reay 

and Olivier Pla for endurance races 

 

IRVINE, Calif. (January 2, 2020) – Mazda Team Joest will feature a familiar lineup 

of drivers who will drive the pair of Mazda RT24-Ps in the 2020 IMSA 

WeatherTech SportsCar Championship. 

 

Partnering for the third straight season in the No. 55 Mazda RT24-P will be 

Jonathan Bomarito (USA) and Harry Tincknell (GBR). Bomarito, Tincknell and 

Olivier Pla delivered Mazda's first victory in the Daytona Prototype international 

class in June at the Sahlen's Six Hours of the Glen while Bomarito and Tincknell 

scored another victory at Road America. For Bomarito, this will be his ninth season 

racing with Mazda. 

 

For 2020, they will be joined in the Michelin Endurance Cup by Ryan Hunter-Reay 

(USA). Hunter-Reay, the 2012 NTT Indycar Series champion and the winner of the 

2014 Indianapolis 500, drove the No. 55 Mazda RT24-P at Mid-Ohio alongside 

Bomarito, finishing in third position. Hunter-Reay has competed extensively in 



 

MAZDA NORTH AMERICAN OPERATIONS 
200 Spectrum Center Drive, Irvine, CA 92618 
T 949-727-1990 
 
 

sports cars, with an overall victory at Petit Le Mans and a class victory at the 12 

Hours of Sebring on his resume.  

Olivier Jarvis (GBR) and Tristan Nunez (USA) will partner for a third season in the 

No. 77 Mazda RT24-P. Jarvis and Nunez scored their first victory in July at 

Canadian Tire Motorsports Park and finished on the podium three additional times 

in the 2019 season, while Jarvis qualified on pole three times in 2019. This will be 

Nunez' eighth season racing for Mazda. 

 

The two will be joined in the Michelin Endurance Cup rounds by Olivier Pla (FRA), 

who moves over from the No. 55 Mazda RT24-P for the 2020 season. A sports car 

racing standout who also has an overall victory at Petit Le Mans on his resume, Pla 

was part of the Mazda driver lineup that took victory at the Sahlen's Six Hours of 

the Glen in June. 

 

QUOTES 

Nelson Cosgrove 

Director, Mazda Motorsports 

"It's a great honor to lead this program into its fourth season, and this is the season 

that I think will be pivotal for Mazda Team Joest. The program's first season was 

clearly a learning year, while last year the program learned how to become a race 

winner. 2020 is the year that Mazda Team Joest contends for an IMSA championship. 

The pieces are already in place with one of the strongest driver lineups in the 

championship and a car, engine and technical package that has a lot of potential left 

in it after winning three times last season."  

 

No. 55 Mazda RT24-P 

Jonathan Bomarito 

"I'm really looking forward to another year of tough racing in the IMSA Daytona 

Prototype international class. I can't thank Mazda enough for the opportunity to 

represent them and hopefully we'll have another great season. We have some good 

momentum to build off of and I'm sure that will show in 2020 as we fight for the 

championship." 
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Ryan Hunter-Reay 

"I'm thrilled to be joining Mazda Team Joest for the 2020 IMSA endurance races. I 

filled in for Harry at Mid-Ohio last year, teaming up with my buddy Jonathan 

Bomarito, and from the first practice I knew the car really suited my driving style. I 

thoroughly enjoyed working with the whole team - it's a first-class effort all around. 

We capped off the weekend with a double-podium for Mazda and I've been eager 

to get back in the RT24-P ever since. I'm excited for what this team is capable of in 

2020, and I'm ready to get to work!" 

 

Harry Tincknell 

"I'm delighted to be back with Mazda Team Joest In the No. 55 Mazda RT24-P for 

a third season alongside Jonathan. We've built up a fantastic relationship and shared 

some great moments together, including our victories at Watkins Glen and Road 

America. I've absolutely loved racing in IMSA during the past two seasons and being 

a part of Mazda's journey from some near misses to dominant race winners. It Is 

great to welcome Ryan to the car for the endurance races. His resume speaks for 

itself and he did a great job filling in at Mid-Ohio In 2019. I feel like the first year of 

Mazda Team Joest was a learning year and last year was a winning year. I firmly 

believe that, with all the hard work and effort that has gone into the program over 

the winter to make the Mazda RT24-P faster and more reliable, 2020 can be a 

championship year. I can't wait to get started at the Rolex 24 at Daytona." 

 

No. 77 Mazda RT24-P  

Oliver Jarvis 

"I'm thrilled to continue with Mazda Team Joest and continue my partnership with 

Tristan with the aim of adding to our number of wins and podiums which we had 

this season. I think, as a whole, we are very confident in the package we have at 

Mazda Team Joest for the 2020 season. I've seen the level of competition increase 

each season in the IMSA championship, so the team has been hard at work 

throughout the off-season to give us the best opportunity to fight for the 

championship in 2020." 

 

Tristan Nunez 
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"I'm excited to continue the journey with Mazda Team Joest into the 2020 season. 

We had an incredible second half of the season with Mazda's first three victories and 

I'm looking forward to see what is in store for us with the momentum we have 

gained. I feel we've established ourselves as a championship contender and we are 

expecting a successful season." 

 

Olivier Pla 

"I'm delighted to be back with Mazda for the Michelin Endurance Cup. After a very 

good 2019 season where the Mazda RT24-P scored three magnificent wins, we are 

going into the 2020 season with an even higher expectation with the team working 

continually hard over the winter to be as prepared as we can be! Over the years the 

level of competition in Daytona Prototype international has become higher and 

higher, but I feel we have a strong package to take on the challenge from the first 

race in Daytona. I just can't wait for it!" 

 

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and 

oversees the sales, marketing, parts and customer service support of Mazda 

vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700 dealers. Operations in 

Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City. For more 

information on Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the 

online Mazda media center at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.  

 

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development 

ladder system of any auto manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 

(#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to advance drivers up the 

sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and 

culminating with Mazda Team Joest. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race 

on any given weekend in North America than any other manufacturer. Follow all of 

the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com, @MazdaRacing on Twitter, and Mazda 

Motorsports on Instagram and Facebook. 

 

Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at 

@MazdaUSA and Facebook at Facebook.com/MazdaUSA. 
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