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M A Z D A  D R I V E S  T O  S E C O N D  P L A C E  I N  R O L E X  2 4  AT
D AY T O N A
JARVIS,  NUNEZ AND PLA RECORD BEST OVERALL FINISH FOR MAZDA AT DAYTONA
IN NO. 77 MAZDA RT24-P

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (January 26, 2020) – Two Mazda RT24-Ps battled over 24 hours of racing at Daytona
International Speedway to record the company’s best overall finish at the Rolex 24 at Daytona.

The No. 77 Mazda RT24-P driven by Oliver Jarvis, Tristan Nunez and Olivier Pla finished in second position,
completing 833 laps over the 24-hour race. Jarvis qualified the car on pole position, and from the drop of the
green flag it was a factor for the victory, leading 190 total laps in the race.

After having to serve a penalty just before the halfway point of the race, the team’s three drivers battled back
into contention for the win and ran in second position throughout the final hours of the race, with Jarvis
ultimately taking the checkered flag one minute and five second behind the overall winner. This result improves
on Mazda’s previous best overall finishing position, which was fifth place in 1989 with a Mazda 767B.

The No. 55 Mazda RT24-P driven by Jonathan Bomarito, Ryan Hunter-Reay and Harry Tincknell overcame a
challenging race to finish in sixth position. The drivers had to battle back from incidents in traffic and were
slowed by damaged bodywork as well as a penalty, but remained in contention for the victory throughout the
race. Although it was slowed by a mechanical problem in the final hours, the No. 55 Mazda RT24-P finished the
race in sixth position and collected valuable championship points.

The next round of the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship is the 12 Hours of Sebring at Sebring
International Raceway on March 21.

QUOTES
Nelson Cosgrove

Director, Mazda Motorsports

“It’s a great day for our program to finish on the podium at Daytona and to bring both cars to the checkered
flag. One of our goals for this season is to win one of the endurance races, and this result shows that the work
that the team has put in during the off season has paid off. No one team in the field had a perfect day, but our
guys had to be patient and battle back from the adversity they faced throughout the race. It’s a great result for
Mazda and one that every person on the team should be proud of.”

NO. 55 MAZDA RT24-P

Jonathan Bomarito

“Today is a great day for Mazda. Having both cars finish the race and putting one on the podium, and battling
for the lead throughout the whole race, shows how the team has continued to improve and push the program
forward. This puts us in a really good spot and gives us a lot of momentum for the rest of the season.”

Ryan Hunter-Reay

“We weren’t able to show the true potential of the No. 55 Mazda RT24-P at the end of the race, which is
unfortunate. Overnight, the car was really hooked up – the best car I’ve driven at Daytona. But on the positive
side, both Mazdas completed the 24 hours and the No. 77 car finished a strong second place, which is great for
the program and for the championship. We will keep working and come back stronger at Sebring.”



 P H O T O S  (3)

Harry Tincknell

“Obviously, this is a great day for Mazda and for Mazda Team Joest. A podium at Daytona and finishing the race
with both cars is a massive step forward for the program and gives us all a lot of confidence for the rest of the
season. Of course, we would have liked to be battling for the win at the finish as well, its just such a shame we
didn’t have the chance. But we have good points in the bank and a fast race car, so we are excited to get on
with the season with the next race at Sebring.”

NO. 77 MAZDA RT24-P

Oliver Jarvis

“This result is a huge step forward. It’s great for Mazda, for the drivers, the engineers and the crew. We missed
out on the victory by just a little bit, but when you consider how much progress we’ve made in two seasons, this
feels like a victory. And I have to say, the car was really good at the end of the race. The durability and reliability
that we have now means that we can challenge for the championship.” 

Tristan Nunez

“This is such a great day for Mazda. Because our Mazda RT24-P was so good, we were in contention for the lead
from the green flag all the way to the checkered. Our focus in developing the car has been to improve the
reliability, and now we have a car that we know is fast and that can content for the win in a 24-hour race. For
me personally, it is the first time I’ve been able to finish the Rolex 24 at Daytona, so to do that and be on the
podium is really special.”

Olivier Pla

“Finishing the 24 Hours of Daytona and being on the podium is an amazing result for Mazda Team Joest. Thanks
to the crew, to everyone at Multimatic, and to my teammates Olly and Tristan, we had a very fast Mazda RT24-
P. We pushed hard the whole race, battling for the lead from the start all the way to the checkered.”

Mazda North American Operations is headquartered in Irvine, California, and oversees the sales, marketing,
parts and customer service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States and Mexico through nearly 700
dealers. Operations in Mexico are managed by Mazda Motor de Mexico in Mexico City. For more information on
Mazda vehicles, including photography and B-roll, please visit the online Mazda media center
at InsideMazda.MazdaUSA.com/Newsroom.

Mazda Motorsports boasts the most comprehensive auto racing development ladder system of any auto
manufacturer in the world. The Mazda Road to 24 (#MRT24) program offers a number of scholarships to
advance drivers up the sports car racing ladder, beginning with the Global MX-5 Cup series and culminating with
Mazda Team Joest. In grassroots road racing, more Mazdas race on any given weekend in North America than
any other manufacturer. Follow all of the latest news at MazdaMotorsports.com, @MazdaRacing on Twitter, and
Mazda Motorsports on Instagram and Facebook.

Follow MNAO’s social media channels through Twitter and Instagram at @MazdaUSA and Facebook
at Facebook.com/MazdaUSA.
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