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2004 MAZDA MX-5 MIATA — 15 YEARS OF FUN 

 

- World’s Best-Selling Sports Car Continues to Thrill -  
 

IRVINE, Calif. – According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the Mazda Miata is 

the world’s best-selling sports car.  Automobile magazine often has referred to it as an “All-

Star,” Motor Trend magazine called it the “best bang for the buck roadster,” and Edmunds.com 

said it was a “Consumers’ Most Wanted Convertible for under $25,000.”  It also is the car that 

brought the affordable, fun-to-drive, two-seat roadster segment back to life in 1989 and has 

continued to set sales records since.  Opponents say it’s a fearsome competitor on the 

racetrack; consumers, however, say it remains an unmatched driving value and a heck of a fun 

car.  

As the ultimate ride for sheer driving and ownership pleasure, Miata returns to 

celebrate its 15th anniversary with a 2004 model sporting styling and trim modifications.  

However, it still leaves the very essence of the “oneness of horse and rider” – the development 

credo of the original Miata – as elemental and as true as ever.   

“For 15 years, the Miata has stood for pure driving exhilaration, as a daily driver and as a 

near race-ready car,” said Tetsu Nakazawa, Miata vehicle line manager.  “Whether simply 

spicing up the drive to work or charging hard through an S curve-laden road, this year’s Miata 

will offer loads of sporty driving pleasure along with some subtle improvements to keep it a 

favorite among critics and consumers.”  
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Two new sleek exterior colors sure to turn heads, Black Cherry Mica and Strato Blue 

Mica, have been added to the 2004 Miata line.  Miata also is offered in Pure White, Brilliant 

Black, Classic Red and Sunlight Silver Metallic.  Also new for 2004 are newly designed 16-inch 

aluminum wheels with wheel locks wrapped in high-performance 205/45WR-16 radial tires.  

Inside the cockpit, the 2004 Miata gets a re-styled windblocker with integrated audio 

system speakers.  This better allows the standard AM/FM/CD radio to be heard in top-down 

motoring and enhances high-range audio response often lost when the roof is lowered.  The 

Miata and Miata LS models come standard with amenities such as a leather-wrapped steering 

wheel, power windows, power mirrors and air conditioning.  For 2004, all models will receive a 

driver’s-side vanity mirror as well as silver-finish center panel, shift plate bezel, gauge rings and 

interior door handles. 

In addition to these standard features, the Miata LS adds leather seats, cruise control, 

remote keyless entry system, power door locks, a 300-watt Bose® AM/FM/CD modular audio 

system with six speakers and automatic speed-sensing volume control. 

The proven 1.8-liter, 142-horsepower (at 7,000 rpm), four-cylinder engine under the 

Miata’s hood achieves its free-breathing spirit by means of a DOHC 16-valve cylinder head 

design and a 10.0:1 compression ratio, yet requires only regular unleaded fuel.  Torque is 125 

lb-ft at 5,500 rpm.  Variable Valve Timing (VVT) on the intake tract means the engine retains 

drivability and civility at low engine speeds, but by adjusting the intake timing, enables  

high-rpm operation as well.  The torque curve is matched to the VVT intake system and the 

car’s gearing to maximize performance, drivabilty and acceleration in all gears.  
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Standard on both Miata and Miata LS is a five-speed manual transmission, and optional 

on both cars is a four-speed automatic.  Optionally available on Miata LS is a six-speed manual 

transmission, which sees a change in final drive from 3.90 to 4.10 for 2004.  The manual 

transmission in the Miata has long been praised for its short throws and direct feel and makes 

changing gears an engaging part of the driving experience. 

The true strength of Miata, and how it achieves its racing success, is its balance.  Of 

course, Miata is a classic front-engine/rear wheel-drive layout, providing a near 50/50 weight 

distribution, even with occupants and luggage aboard.  Along with a short wheelbase and 

relatively wide track, this balance defines its agility.   

Suspension is by independent double-wishbone front and rear.  To maximize 

performance without sacrificing ride, Mazda’s engineers chose to use gas-filled shock absorbers 

with front and rear stabilizer bars.  For the ultimate in factory Miata handling performance, 

buyers can choose the optional Suspension Package which incorporates Bilstein shock 

absorbers all around, revised spring rates and stabilizer bar tuning, and a limited-slip 

differential (LSD is standard on Miata LS). 

Because chassis rigidity and platform stiffness is key to creating a vehicle that both rides 

and handles well, a front suspension tower brace is fitted between the front  

shock-towers.  The car also incorporates an integrated powerplant frame (PPF) that minimizes 

twisting and movement of the engine and transmission, in relation to the body of the car.  All 

models incorporate four-wheel ventilated disc brakes (with an available anti-lock system) and 

power steering. 
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As racing is in the Miata’s heart and at the center of its soul, Mazda offers those 

preparing their Miata for Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) Showroom Stock competition the 

option of deleting the power steering system.  Racers piloting Miatas have won SCCA 

Showroom Stock races all over the country in 2003, including the SSB National Championship at 

the prestigious Valvoline Runoffs held at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course.  Miatas of all years 

continue to be popular vehicles in SCCA Solo 2 competition, winning trophies and 

championships every weekend.  The SCCA’s Spec Miata class for older (1989-1997) Miatas is 

one of the fastest growing and largest classes nationwide.  Whether you’re a racer or not, it’s 

comforting to know that every Miata has the soul of a winner built into it on the assembly line. 

 Like every Mazda, the Miata comes with a four-year roadside assistance program.  With 

a call to a toll-free number, Miata owners can access roadside assistance 24 hours a day, 365 

days a year throughout the United States and Canada.  For all 2004 Mazda vehicles, the 

company will provide a free loaner car in the event a warrantable condition requires alternative 

transportation. 

 The 2004 Mazda Miata is covered by a comprehensive four-year/50,000-mile warranty 

that covers every part on the vehicle except those subject to normal wear.  In addition, the 

Miata is covered by a five-year/unlimited-mileage corrosion warranty. 

  

 

 

Mazda North American Operations is responsible for the sales and marketing, customer 

parts and service support of Mazda vehicles in the United States.  Headquartered in Irvine, 

Calif., MNAO has more than 700 dealerships nationwide. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: For more information on Mazda products, visit the online Mazda media 

center at www.mazdausamedia.com. 
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